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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-7 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ginter et 
al., U.S. patent application publication 2004/0123129. 

As per claim 1, Ginter et al. discloses peer-to-peer file distribution method 
(abstract; Fig 3a) comprising: 

a) a buyer sending to a seller and an arbitrator a request to receive a file 
possessed by said seller (paragraphs 0587, 0949 and 1097; Fig's. 51 H and 16E); 

b) said seller sending a confirmation of said request to said arbitrator (one 
that decides determines or judges) (paragraphs 1310 and 1097; Fig. 4); 

c) said arbitrator sending encryption information to said seller (paragraphs 
1097, 0903, 0710; Fig. 3b); 

said seller: 

d) encrypting said file with said encryption information (paragraphs 1097, 
0903, 0710; Fig. 3b); 
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e) sending said encrypted file to said buyer (paragraphs 0587 and 0903; 
Fig 1b); 

f) creating a first hash from said encrypted file (paragraph 0923); 

g) sending said first hash (key, hash key) to said arbitrator (certifying 
authority) (paragraphs 1097, 1205, 0903); 

said buyer: 

h) creating a second hash (key, hash key) from said encrypted file 
(paragraphs 0587, 0903 and 0923; Fig's. 48 and 15); 

i) sending said second hash to said arbitrator (certifying authority) 
(paragraphs 0587, 0903 and 0923; Fig's. 48 and 15); if said hashes match 
(paragraphs 0081, 0087, 1279), said arbitrator: 

j) authorizing payment from said buyer to said seller (paragraphs 0903, 
1213; Fig's 15 and 48); 

k) sending decryption information to said buyer; and said buyer decrypting 
said encrypted file (paragraphs 0903, 0923 and 0925; Fig 4a). 

As per claim 2, Ginter et al. discloses sending watermarking information 
(paragraphs 0517 and 1020; Fig. 56); 

watermarking said file with said watermarking information(paragraphs 0517 and 
1020; Fig. 56); 

sending said encrypted and watermarked file(paragraphs 0517 and 1020; Fig. 

56); 
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creating a first hash from said encrypted and watermarked file (paragraphs 
0517 and 1020; Fig. 56); 

creating a second hash from said encrypted and watermarked file (paragraphs 
0517 and 1020; Fig. 56); 

As per claim 3, Ginter et al. discloses encrypting that which is sent with an 
encryption key (paragraph 0903) associated with the recipient of that which is sent. 

As per claim 4, Ginter et al. discloses decrypting that which is sent using a 
decryption key operative to decrypt that which is sent (paragraph 0903). 

As per claim 5, Ginter et al. discloses signing that which is sent with a signature 
key associated with the sender of that which is sent (paragraphs 0903 and 1205). 

As per claim 6, Ginter et al. discloses verifying the signature of that which is 
sent (paragraphs 0584, 0784 and 1205). 

As per claim 7, Ginter et al. discloses A computer program embodied on a 
computer-readable medium for peer-to-peer file distribution (abstract; paragraph 1262; 
Fig. 4a) and comprising: 

a code segment operative to send to a seller and an arbitrator a request to 
receive a file possessed by said seller (paragraphs 0587, 0949 and 1097; Fig's. 51 H 
and 16E); 

a code segment operative to receive an encrypted file from said seller 
(paragraphs 1097, 0903, 0710; Fig. 3b); 

a code segment operative to create a hash from said encrypted file (paragraphs 
1097, 1205, 0903 and 0923); 
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a code segment operative to send said hash to an arbitrator (paragraphs 1097, 
1205, 0903); 

a code segment operative to receive decryption information sent from said 
arbitrator if said hash matches (paragraphs 0081, 9987 and 1279) a second hash at 
said arbitrator (paragraphs 0903, 0923 and 0925; Fig 4a); and 

a code segment operative to decrypt said encrypted file using said decryption 
information (paragraphs 0903, 0923 and 0925; Fig 4a). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Martinez et al. (U.S. patent 6,1 19,229) discloses a digital object ownership 
system. The system includes a plurality of user terminals, where each terminal is 
accessible by at least one individual user. 

Herman et al. (U.S. patent 6,341 ,353) discloses a smart electronic receipt system 
that provides intelligent receipts, called Smart Receipts, that electronically document a 
transaction between two parties and maintains a persistent connection between the two 
parties following a successful online transaction. 

Gupta (U.S. patent application publication 2002/0091640) discloses a document 
transfer system enabling a consumer to obtain a document from an owner upon 
payment uses a cryptographic protocol involving the consumer, the owner, a document 
source, such as a printer, and a mediator. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Behrang Badii whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0530. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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